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http://www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/
Who or what organization sponsors and authors the site?
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration founded the Fatality Analysis Reporting System Web-Based Encyclopedia.  This site has been accessible to the public since 1996 and is updated every year with new information.  It contains information on fatal crashes from 1994-1999. For more information and other specific data that goes back to 1975, NHTSA can be mailed at:  National Highway Traffic Safety Administration,  National Center for Statistics and Analysis,  NRD-31,  400 Seventh Street, S.W.,  Washington, D.C. 20590.  They can also be contacted by phone:  (202)366-4198 or 1-800-934-5517 and by fax:  (202)366-7078.
   

The main home page contains a did you know fact and National statistics from 1994-1999.  Listed towards the bottom are Fact Sheets that can be downloaded.  The Fact Sheets are full of information that contains the latest publications on fatal crashes.  There are four groups of links Home, Reports, Query, and Requests, and within each section there is information pertaining to each group.  The main section contains the sub-groups Home, Did you know?, Acronyms, and Terms.  The Reports section is filled with the statistical information on Trends, Crashes, Vehicles, People, and States.  The Query is a section that allows the creation of a query, the making of a map, and an FTP site.  The last section is where requests for more data can be made and a mailing list to be informed of new data.  It also has a help section that explains the whole site by definition.
I was completely overwhelmed by all of the information I was given.  There is a section full of facts about fatal crashes on children, people, states, crashes, restraint systems, trends, pedestrians, school bus, and vehicles.  For example:
Children:
In 1998, 20 percent of the children under 15 years old who were killed in motor vehicle crashes were killed in alcohol-related crashes. - [Children ; 1998 ]

In the United States, an average of 7 children 0-14 years old were killed and 866 were injured every day in motor vehicle crashes during 1998. - [Children ; 1998 ]

People:
The majority of persons killed or injured in traffic crashes were drivers (64 percent), followed by passengers (32 percent), pedestrians (2 percent), and pedalcyclists (2 percent). - [People ; 1998 ]
For every age group, the fatality rate per 100,000 population was lower for females than for males. The injury rate based on population was lower for females than for males for people over 74 years old. - [People ; 1999 ]
States:
Traffic fatalities increased slightly (by 0.3 percent) from 1998 to 1999 for the nation as a whole. Twenty-five states showed increases, ranging from 1 percent to as much as 29 percent. - [States ; 1999 ]
Traffic fatalities decreased by 1 percent from 1997 to 1998 for the nation as a whole. Nineteen states showed increases, ranging from less than 1 percent to as much as 12 percent. - [States ; 1998 ]
Crashes:
Midnight to 3 a.m. on Saturdays and Sundays proved to be the deadliest 3-hour periods throughout 1999, with 1,215 and 1,182 fatal crashes, respectively. - [Crashes ; 1999 ]
1999 Motor Vehicle Crash Data from FARS and GES Thirty-eight percent of fatal crashes involved alcohol. For fatal crashes occurring from midnight to 3 a.m., 75 percent involved alcohol. - [Crashes ; 1999 ]
Restraint Systems:
In 1998, there were 575 passenger vehicle occupant fatalities among children under 5 years of age. Of these 575 fatalities, an estimated 293 (or 51 percent) were totally unrestrained. - [Restraint Systems ; 1998 ]
Research has found that lap/shoulder safety belts, when used, reduce the risk of fatal injury to front-seat passenger car occupants by 45 percent and the risk of moderate-to-critical injury by 50 percent. - [Restraint Systems ; 1998 ]
Trends:

Fatal crashes dropped slightly (0.2 percent) from 1998 to 1999, and the fatality rate dropped to a new historic low of 1.5 fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles of travel in 1999. - [Trends ; 1999 ]
The percent of alcohol-related fatalities has declined from 57 percent in 1982 to 38 percent in 1999. - [Trends ; 1999 ]
Pedestrians:

On average, a pedestrian is killed in a traffic crash every 101 minutes. - [Pedestrians ; 1998 ]
Nearly one-half of all pedestrian fatalities occurred on Friday, Saturday, or Sunday: 16 percent, 18 percent, and 13 percent, respectively. - [Pedestrians ; 1998 ]

School Bus:
On average, 15 school-age pedestrians are killed by school buses (or vehicles used as school buses) each year, and 7 are killed by other vehicles involved in school bus-related crashes. - [School Bus ; 1998 ]
In 39 percent of all crashes involving fatalities to occupants of a school bus or vehicle used as a school bus, the principal point of impact was the front of the vehicle. - [School Bus ; 1998 ]
Vehicles:

Ninety-four percent of the 11 million vehicles involved in motor vehicle crashes in 1999 were passenger cars or light trucks. - [Vehicles ; 1999 ]
Compared with other vehicle types, utility vehicles experienced the highest rollover rates: 37.8 percent in fatal crashes, 10.0 percent in injury crashes, and 2.5 percent in property-damage-only crashes. - [Vehicles ; 1999 ]
    There is a search engine that will display facts on fatal crashes.  I typed in the word alcohol and a couple of the facts that came up were:
State laws in 31 states make it a criminal offense to operate a motor vehicle at a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.10 g/dl. Seventeen states and the District of Columbia have adopted 0.08 g/dl. Two states and Puerto Rico do not have illegal per se BAC levels. - [ States; 1999 ]
Thirty-eight percent of the persons who were killed in traffic crashes in 1999 died in alcohol-related crashes. Ten percent of the injured persons received their injuries in alcohol-related crashes. - [ People; 1999 ]
    The facts that appear on this site are astonishing.  It really tells me how much needs to be done to make the roads a safer place.  Every factor, including: road rage, driving under the influence of alcohol, safety restraints, driving education and the making of vehicles has to be taken seriously.  They need to become an important agenda for the government, because a lot of people lose their lives behind the wheel.  It costs the U.S. 150 billion dollars a year from collisions due to aggressive driving.  (Leon, Nahl 220)  That is a lot of money.  If we could do something to fix the problem, we could use the money for more important things, like education.
    The Did you know? section was one of the interesting statistics among the many other types of statistics available.  The Report section contains graphed information on all types of fatal crashes.  Each of these graphs can be saved as text, viewed as a spreadsheet or chart.  Also, it is possible to retrieve information on specific U.S. states and the years from 1994-1999.  An example is :
Persons Killed, by Age
State:  Hawaii
Year:  1999
    Age              Persons Killed
       < 5                      3
10 - 15                      3
16 - 20                     10
21 - 24                     13
25 - 34                     19
35 - 44                     13
45 - 54                     13
55 - 64                      4
65 - 74                      5
75 +                         15
Total                         98
        The FARS Web-Based Encyclopedia is a very informative website.  It contains data on fatal crashes involving vehicles, motorists, passengers, and pedestrians in a variety circumstances.  It is easy to navigate through and the articles are very concise.  The best part about this site is it doesn’t leave you hanging.  You can always find more statistics and reports that can be easily downloaded.  I was able to download Traffic Safety Facts 1999 and the American National Standard:  Manual on Classification of Motor Vehicle Traffic Accidents.   The information that I downloaded was extensive and important for research information.  I enjoyed viewing this website and I surely recommend it to you.  If you want to find out about a number of fatal crashes, it  would be a good idea to surf to http://www-fars.nhtsa.dot.gov/ , because this site is king!!!
