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 Gender Unity is the focus of  Dr. James’s 2004 general psychology advanced topics class. Leon James chose to continue his generational approach to learning about gender unity in his 2004 Psychology 409 B generation 20 class. For this gender unity class we are using a gender relation’s model developed by Emanual Swedenborg (1688-1772).  A little back ground on Swedenborg is necessary to understand the context of the model we are using for our gender relations class. Swedenborg was born in Sweden in 1688 during what we consider today to be the “age of enlightenment”. Swedenborg had a passion for the study of  the relationship between the human spirit and the body and mind. Swedenborg was a very devote religious man. Swedenborg studied the Bible in its most original languages to seek the truth about gender relations and other interests. Swedenborg wrote about things such as heightened awareness, holistic living, and right brained, intuitive knowledge. However for the purpose of this class we will be focusing solely on his Gender Unity Model. For more information about Swedenborg please visit the the following website: Emanual Swedenborg

Gender relations for this class is defined through each individuals “three fold self”. 

 Chart of the Three Models in Gender Relations
 

 

	LEVEL OF UNITY
	NAME OF MODEL
	THREEFOLD SELF INVOLVED 
IN THE RELATIONSHIP

	3
	UNITY
	AFFECTIVE
(inmost)

	2
	EQUITY
	COGNITIVE
(internal)

	1
	DOMINANCE
	SENSORIMOTOR
(external)


 

In our relationships, according to this model, our behavior and feelings are experessed and understood through the column on the far left. It is said that a majority of relationship interactions are on unity level one or, Dominance and sensorimotor level. The model considers unity level 3 to be the perfect union of souls in a relationship. Accrding to this model perfection in a gender relationship is found through differentiation and reciprocity of behavior in both individuals three fold self. The main idea is that when it comes to gender relations there is a distinct role of male and female like bolt and nut have a distinct role relationship. Union of opposites?

One student report having to to with gender relations in the Generational report database was Krista Guiteras-Duncan’s report “ Understanding he differences between men and women” Kristas Report. Kristas report suggests that men and women can have an equal goal but a variance in approach to the goal. Another student report having to with gender relations that I found interesting was Tamara Allens Report “ The Hidden Truth About Children’s Cartoons” Tamras Report.  Tamara suggests that in Cartoons and in many main stream entertainment venues there is a considerable amount of sexism directed toward women. Another example of the generational curriculum reports of gender relations is Jayson Nakasones report on Gender Differences and Driving  Jaysons Report. Jayson suggests that there are diffenences in levels of aggression in males while driving then women while driving. Jayson suggests that men are more aggressive drivers but also discusses the fact that there are aggressive women drivers.

For the most part looking through the generational reports I was impressed by the positive realizations that were made by the students involved in this project. The students  seem to be learning more about themselves and where they fit on the gender relations scale personally and in the eyes of others. It’s a good evaluation of yourself and others.

3. Annotated Bibliography on Gender Unity

Ruby Skies
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(A) Category 1 – Articles on Gender Relationships

Article (1) – The Essential Feminine, By Rev. Dandridge Pendleton

http://www.newchurchissues.org/wip/MF/mf55dp.htm
1.           Pendleton suggests that men are confined to logic and reason and women are confined to intuitive wisdom. Furthermore, Pendleton states that women are incapable of using logic or reason unless first presented by a man. In turn a man cannot perceive intuitive wisdom (in Pendleton’s words “perceive the end”) unless brought fourth by a woman. I chose this as one of my three points of interest because I am in partial disagreement with this idea. I think that logic reason and intuitive wisdom are not as statically exclusive to the masculine or the feminine. 

        Many philosophers and psychologists such as Plato or Carl Jung believe that we are all born with various sorts of intuitive wisdom. Jung would say that it is the collective unconscious that explains the phenomena of intuitive wisdom in males and females alike. Plato would say that intuition exists for all and it is based on his concept of the ideal or real world. Men and women perceive life through logic, reason and intuitive wisdom daily. However these methods of relating to the world may well vary greatly between individuals but are not static to sex. 

2.           Rev. Dandrige Pendleton states, “A man can understand truth objectively, whereas a woman can understand truth only subjectively.” I choose this as my second point of interest because I am in partial disagreement with this idea. Women may have a stronger ability to understand subjectivity in some contexts and men may have a greater ability to be objective in certain contexts but is certainly not statically exclusive to sex. In my opinion, it may be more accurate to say that and individual who is only capable of thinking using logic and reason will be incapable of thinking subjectively. In turn, an individual who is only capable of perceiving the world through intuitive wisdom will be incapable of thinking objectively. Male or female is not the deciding factor. 

3.            It is well known that women have a greater understanding of human emotion then men. Theories such as evolution Support this common understanding. Throughout human history women have been the caregivers and were responsible to recognize and satisfy the needs of children who could not communicate effectively as youth. Women today and through time have sacrificed their own needs for the sake of the community or family. Rev. Pendleton mentions that because women have intuitive wisdom they know their male partner much better then he understands her or himself. Men also have the ability to subjectively understand the needs of others but may not always believe that these needs take supremacy. I chose this as my last point of interest because it gave me a chance to develop a diagram that explains my point of view.
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Article (2) – Masculine and Feminine, By George H Woodard

http://www.newchurchissues.org/wip/MF/mf88gw.htm
1.           Excerpts from the religious doctrinal text of Conjugal Love make up the body of the article Masculine and Feminine, By George H. Woodard. Excerpts from Conjugal Love suggest that the true marriage state is the purest and most intensely intimate of all human relationships possible. I chose this for my first point of interest because I believe this idea to be true only if the correct definition of marriage is applied. In many cultures today the symbols of the word “Marriage” may be things such as sweet cakes, dancing, and a ceremony. Marriage to me starts before sweet cakes, dancing, and a ceremony. Marriage is an institution of the mind. 

      So based on my definition of marriage, a couple is not required to be legally bound through government in order to achieve the unity of conjugal love. Conjugal love should be solidified in the mind and not in ceremony. I do support a ceremony of marriage, if a couple has marriage “in mind” in other words, if a couple has a unity marriage existing as an institution of their minds. According to my definition of marriage you can be “legally married” and yet not married. Marriage is a state of mind and a commitment of the body, mind, and soul. Joni Mitchell once wrote words defining this point very clearly:

…We don’t need a piece of paper from the city hall, keeping us tied and true. No. My old man, keeping away my lonesome blues.

2.           Another excerpt from Conjugal Love suggests that understanding is always given to men from god and then later given to women by the man. This is expressing that a woman can only believe intuitively after a man tells her what he knows. I disagree with this statement and so I have chosen it as my second point of interest. If a woman knows a man better then a man knows himself or her, then she possesses the quality of knowing before a man has told her to believe. This is one small example that eliminates the possibility that a man knows and a woman is only capable of sensing her intuitive beliefs. The religious texts Conjugal Love  is very limiting almost like a never changing role that must be adhered to regardless of who knows what(literally).

3.           Earlier I suggested that marriage is am institution of the mind and is based on an overlapping model of qualities. The text within Conjugal Love defines a heavenly marriage as no predominance of man or woman, which contradicts the static roles that have been suggested in the article. My model creates no such contradiction. I choose this as my last point of interest because I felt that would elaborate my point.

Article (C) – The Revolt of Women, by Rev. W.L. Gladish

http://www.newchurchissues.org/wip/MF/mf15wg.htm 

1.           The first point of interest to me is the statement made by Gladish at the beginning of the article. Gladish states, “It is a woman aroused, awakening as from an age long slumber, determined to snatch the scepter form the hand of a man. This statement can be construed as sexist and derogatory. A negative term such as snatch suggests fault or foul play on the part of the snatcher. The word snatch is defined In the American Century Dictionary as: To steal (a hand bag etc.) by grabbing. It creates an impression of women that is belittling. An extreme example of this attitude is Black suppression and White dominance in recent U.S. history. 

2.           Later in the article Gladish States, “ It must be admitted that there is, in these statements, an appearance of the inferiority of a woman to a man”. I think that there is more then just suggestion of inferiority of woman in this article. Gladish made statements that he knew would be interpreted and sexist and so he threw in a disclaimer. If a man is the only one bringing the light of knowledge into the relationship by way enlightenment by god, a woman can only be seen as a mediator (if she possess intuitive wisdom).

3.           Gladish makes a positive statement later in the article. Gladish states, “ Other weighty reasons for rejecting the inferiority of woman are that it is repellent to the soul and to enlightened perception; and that if confirmed it would destroy that humility and reverence which the true man courts and woos his wife. Therefore such a belief would destroy conjugal love, which is a union of equals before God.”  I chose this statement as my final point of interest because this was that only positive statement Gladish made about gender unity.

Article (D) – The Difference between the Sexes from Divine Revelation and from Experiences, By Sarah Headsten

http://www.newchurchissues.org/wip/MF/mf01sh.htm
1.  Sarah Headston makes the following assertions about the male and his duties
Man is born to be a form of understanding. The very essence of his masculinity is to love wisdom. He is truth from good. He has a disposition to "know, understand, and be wise [and] by nature...born to become intellect-oriented" (CL 90.2). His intellect predominates in his employment. His behavior, habits, and actions are directed by reason. "A masculine exercise of reason is visible in his every virtue" (Ibid.). Wisdom is predominant in the duties and responsibilities which he assumes, and duties are performed from understanding, thought and wisdom (see CL 175).

I chose this as my first point of interest because I think these statements should also include women. If they do not include women, I do not conclude this to hold any amount of truth.

2. Sarah Headsten makes the following assertions about women and there duties 

              Woman is born to be a form of love of one of the sex. She is the carrier of conjugal love. The very essence of her femininity is to become a love for her husband's wisdom. She was created to be the affection for good. She is will-oriented. She perceives from love. She has a sixth sense in marriage. Affection and love predominate in the responsibilities, which she assumes, and she performs her duties out of will, affection and love (see CL 175). "Intelligence of women is by nature modest, gracious, peaceable, compliant, soft and gentle..." (CL 221).

I chose this as my first point of interest because I think these statements should also include men. If they do not include men, I do not think these statements are valid.
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4.               In modern times women and men alike value power, competency, efficiency and achievement. Women and men are both motivated by feelings of need and by feelings of love. Men and women both are both seekers of solutions but not always by the same means. Men and Woman are hard and soft in different ways. In the book Men are from Mars and Women are from Venus, The author separates these qualities making them true of women or true of men. However I believe that these qualities can be adopted by anyone regardless of sex. I chose this as my final Point of interest because I feel if we do not realize there are some parallels between male and female, we will never reach an understanding. 

Article (E) – Feminine Wisdom, By Rev. Erik Sanstrom

http://www.newchurchissues.org/wip/MF/mf97es.htm
1. It would be more appropriate if the title of this article was “A Reflection of Male Knowledge, the Woman”. Rev, Erik Sanston makes the statements

A male is born intellect-oriented and a female is born will-oriented; or in other words, a male is born with affection for knowing, understanding and becoming wise, while a female is born with a love for joining herself to that affection in the male.

As a woman reading these words I do not know them to be true of myself. According to these statements I would be equally male. Women seek knowledge through education now more then ever. 

2.           Santrom suggests that it is in the nature of men to seek power and control. This is one explanation however, another explanation could be that men are raised throughout the social system to seek power and are socially reinforced when they do so. It could also be a combination of these two ideas, Nature and nurture. Women may be socially suppressed when it come to seeking power and come up against a “glass sealing” when attempting to gain power. What would be a woman’s purpose to make something of herself if her reason wasn’t learning or achieving? 
3.           In a note to the Editor there was an example of an amazing woman by the name of Marie Curie. Marie Curie possessed all the attributes that Newchurchissues.org articles say woman do not have. This shows variance in the qualities of individuals male and female. I picked this to be my final point of interest because it is one great example of a woman possessing traditional male qualities.

Category 2 – General Curriculum

Article (A) – Gender Differences in Driving Norms, Are men more aggressive drivers then women?  By Sheri Lieberman

http://www.soc.hawaii.edu/leonj/409as99/lieberman/report2.html
1.           Results of Sheri Lieberman survey show significant differences in driving styles of men and women. Men tend to be more aggressive then women driving. However she did mention that the tests could be biased because her study contained a limited population age range and it was a small study. This show that she was trying to empirically evaluate the data. 

2.           Nature or nurture is always a very valid topic in terms of social psychology and psychology. Little boys are allowed to act aggressively to a higher degree then little girls. We take behaviors and patterns of childhood into our adult lives. We need to be careful not to expose children to aggression to often or allow aggressive behavior to continue in either sex. I like that Lieberman put much emphasis on this.

3.           Lieberman explains that according to self reports, women are becoming more aggressive drivers. I think that one reason why aggressive driving in woman has increased is that more women are becoming more aggressive in controlling all aspects of their lives. 

Article (B) – Usenet and Web Discussions of Gender and Driving, by Czarina Naranjo

http://www.soc.hawaii.edu/leonj/459s98/naranjo/webnet.htm
1.           An email received by av122@Chebucto.ns.ca from Duncan Stewart expressed little bit of comedy regarding opinions of drivers about other drivers. The email red as follows

Women Drivers

I tell you, women drivers are a hazard to traffic. Driving to work this morning on the 102 I look over to my left and there’s this woman in a Mustang doing 65 miles an hour with her face up next to the rear view mirror putting on her eyeliner! I look away for a couple seconds and when I look back she’s halfway over I my lane. “Scared me so bad I almost dropped my electric shaver in my coffee. 

It is funny to me because it shows that maybe self report is not the most valid form of information. However, the stereotype of bad women drivers exists. When Cruela Devil in 101 Dalmatians is driving out of control with red eyes, this stereotype is engrained in our youth.

2.           I have noticed that Young men in sports cars are the most out of control drivers in Hawaii. My observation supports data collected for this article. Such as women experience more fear while driving possibly making them more cautious then men. Women see themselves as less aggressive the men see themselves while driving. Men feel more competitive then women while driving.

3.           In the summary I think he makes a good point to say that because a few women may drive poorly that it does not give people the right to hold such a stereotype. For example you may see 3 men make bad traffic moves and right him off as a jerk. However one bad move on a woman’s part and you remember her as a bad driver.

Category 3 Analyzing talk

Article (A) – Who are you? What are you? Why are you? By Wittrock

http://www.soc.hawaii.edu/leonj/leonj/409as97atakahas/499/wittrock.html
1.           The idea of self witnessing is a good method of self realization. It is verbalizing the internal state of oneself. This is what many psychologists have to do to understand what the needs of their patients really are. So if you needed to do some self realization then this would be a good method to use. 

2.           Wittrock makes a good point in saying that many people hold value and beliefs that they do not live up to. Wittrock calls these desires, values, principals and loves. He says that we do not follow through with these principals and loves as much as we want to because a lot of the time we are controlled by our sensorimotor level self. It may be true of many people. Religions such as Buddhism try to reach past this sensorimotor focus by resisting worldly urges and learning to control and focus the mind. The world would be a better place if we spent more times living out our convictions.

3.           Three fold self is a good way to evaluate your life for balance. I mentioned in class that it may be beneficial to keep a journal and answer some daily questions. These questions would be what am I doing? What am I thinking? and, how am I feeling? This may help you to realize how much control your sensorimotor has over you and what things you need to work on.

Article (B) – Krupat Reading Report, By Rachelle Sanada

http://www.soc.hawaii.edu/leonj/leonj/409as97atakahas/499/sunada.html
1.           This article explains the concept of Positive bias very clearly. Sweedendborg holds in positive bias, his theory on the after life and how it relates to conjugal love on earth. It is important to know in any situation if the “facts” are related to positive bias. 

2.           Cause of aggression is of importance to me because I work with woman and victims of domestic violence. The article states that aggression is caused by frustration. Another potential reason for aggression is a multiplicity of factors based on negative life circumstances. 

3.           It is possible that these relationships are valid and can be used for further psychological studies.

              Environmental factors ( frustration ( aggression

I like self witnessing in general and think it is a good source of self help.

Category 4 Student Reports in Analysis of Talk

Article (A) Dinner by Morifuji

http://www.soc.hawaii.edu/leonj/leonj/409af96/morifuji/499/dinner1.html
1.           Morifuji makes the observation that at the dinner table commentaries about food  is a way of maintaining dialog until another subject is brought up. I think this is a true statement in many cases. 

2.           Morifuji makes the observation that at the dinner table when there is a pause in the conversation commentaries about food are more likely to occur. I observed this for myself one evening and even found myself doing this once.

3.           I wanted to mention lastly that conversation is very subjective and greatly dependent on so many variables that you cannot truly examine the reality of the dialog but only make logical guesses based on your or others experiences. Even in close relationships with friend’s commentary can be misunderstood.

6.Conclusion


This assignment helped me identify my own ideas on gender relations by comparing and contrasting my own ideas with all the articles I read and considered. Unity in gender relations would be successful and useful in the future for a few reasons. Attaining gender unity would require a lot of self evaluation on the part of every individual. If there were a greater gender unity there would be more self-evaluation, which would also improve relationships on all levels of the world (social and political). In a peaceful world unity is a necessary. I believe it would also reduce the amount of sexism that is a direct result of ignorance of another’s intentions. The world would be a more functional and conceivable place with gender unity as a goal.

7. Future Generations


This class has already been a learning experience for me and it is only the beginning of the semester! Students of the future: Do Not Fear. As the world grows more and more technologically advanced it will only become easier to use the Internet as a educational tool. Pushing your self to learn how to use educational tools will only result in future ease of learning. The generational reports will open your eyes to the opinions of many others regarding things such as gender relations. Even if you come across reports that you do not agree with you are still learning about gender relations because you are learning how other males of females view gender relationships
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