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I am enrolled in psychology 459 at the University of Hawaii and one of our assignments is to write about our web postings that we do weekly on WebCt.  Dr. James Leon is the instructor for this course and has taught this course for many “generations”.  I am part of generation 19.  I think that it is a really interesting generation to be a part of because after this generation he will be changing the texts, and the topics of this course.  The purpose of this assignment is to analyze our information behavior throughout our weekly research.  We are aware of our affective and cognitive feelings as we carry out this assignment.  I feel a little excited about this assignment.  I am apprehensive, and anxious, but I think that I will learn a lot about researching throughout this process.  I feel a nervous because searching the web can be quite dangerous.  There are many articles out there that are not reliable, so I need to make sure I pick reliable sources to base my postings on.  In the following pages you will come across my errors, feelings, reactions, changes, mistakes and much more about this experience.  You can also reference back to our Class Website  for instructions for our weekly web postings.   

On the first day of instruction, Thursday August 28, 2003, we went over the syllabus for the class.  We discussed our reports and our oral reports.   We also discussed our weekly assignments.  Our weekly assignments consist of posting a research message and a comment message on WebCt.  The webct forum discussions are located at webct.hawaii.edu.  Before we I could begin posting my messages, I had to register as a webct user.  On September 3, 2003 I registered as a webct user.  I did this by first logging onto the website and following the instructions that were posted.  I clicked on create myWebCt, and then entered my personal information.  I felt really insecure about entering my personal information.  I am not a fan of shopping online, or paying bills on line so when it asked for my personal information I hesitated and read all of the guidelines before I jumped ahead.  My biggest fear is identity theft.  It is pretty common today for people to steal your identity and can easily do so from the Internet.  

The personal information that I was instructed to give was my first and last name and my e-mail address.  After I completed those steps, I needed to create a web ID and a password.  In order for me to remember my web ID, I wanted to use one that was easy.  What’s easier to remember than my name, right?  Then for the password, I decided to pick something that no one else would ever guess.  I tend to forget passwords and ID names easily so I felt unsure about picking something that I would remember.  After I entered my password, I had to choose a question that I knew for sure I would have no problem remembering.         

For our research message, we have a list of topics that we can choose from throughout the semester.  The approved topics include 1) How optimism affects problem solving, 2) Information literacy issues, 3) How self-confidence affects performance, 5) Speed limits and drivers, 6) Multitasking while driving, 7) How people cope with noise in their lives, 8) Understanding the differences between rational vs. mystical spirituality, 9) Errors—when, where, and what types, 10) La Femme Nikita Fan Movement.  When I first saw the topics I felt a little disappointed that we couldn’t choose our own topics, but I also felt eager to learn about each of these topics.  I thought that the easiest way for me to keep track of my web postings was to choose the topics in order.  My very first topic was, How optimism affects problem solving.  Within that topic we had to choose a question, and the question I chose was, What is optimism?  What forms does it take? How widespread is it?  Choosing a topic was the easy part.  After that I had to begin my process of registering as a webct user.  

There were many steps that I needed to take in order for the web posting to be successful.  First I had to log onto AOL.  Once I was logged in, I had to type in the search bar the web address to webct.  Once webct opened up I logged in with my user name and my password.  After I logged in, I had to choose our class, which is Course 459.  I then registered that into “my webct”.  So every time that I logged into webct, I would have Course 459 already on the screen and I can go to the class directly.  In order to post my web discussions, I had to open up the class and click on discussions.  I then was able to see all of the topics that we are allowed to choose from and I could read other people’s discussion postings.  I felt really comfortable after reading other people’s web posting.  I felt that I would contribute to the class and I would learn a lot about each topic that was given to us.  

 I took some time to read a couple of postings from each topic. I wanted to see what other people had written so I had an idea of what was expected of me.  For my first posting I wanted to comment on another students posting.  I chose to comment on another students posting from our class.  I really enjoyed his message and I put my own opinion in the comment message.  The next message that we had to do was a research message.  To do this I had to click on “compose a discussion message”.  I minimized the webct window so that I could search the web.  I clicked on the AOL search bar and typed in “yahoo”.  When yahoo popped up, I typed in “history of optimism”.  

I had to try a few different terms because the articles that were coming up were not what I was looking for.  I tried “optimism and history”, “what is optimism”, and “the history of optimism”.  I got a few articles that were interesting, but I wanted to find something that was eye catching.  I then decided to try google.com, and askjeeves.com.  I typed in the same key terms in those search engines.  I decided to choose an article from yahoo.com.  After I chose the article I read the entire article and took notes.  The easiest way for me to take notes was to open up a word document and type what I was learning as I was reading it.  I took some really good notes, and went from there.  

After reading my notes, I was able to answer the questions that were given to us.  The questions include a) what specific aspect of the research topic you were searching for (refer to lettered sub-topics listed below) b) which search terms or phrases you used  (students often forget this so be sure to keep adequate notes for each search session you do!) c) the search engine or other way you found the information (this way other people can repeat your search) d) any problems or other details about the searching (this can be helpful in a general way) e) the web address of the site or file (proceed the address with http:// so that WebCt can make it into a live link when you post your message), and f) one or two things about what you found (be brief since others can go check the original if they want to).  I was happy that we were given these questions because it helped me on what I should focus on.  I then opened the webct window again so that I could answer the questions and post my research message.  After I answered all of the questions, I re-read my web posting by clicking preview.  I made sure that there weren’t any spelling errors, that I answered all of the questions, and that it was in the proper format.  I then clicked post and waited patiently to see my web posting.  I felt apprehensive about my web posting.  I wondered if it would show up, if it was done correctly, or if it would even work.  I felt nervous but I also knew that I had followed the directions so it should work fine.  

Searching on the web for articles was fun for me.  I’ve done a lot of research reports and I come across a lot of interesting articles and I learn a lot from the web.  I do however wonder about the information that is out there.  Anyone can post anything on the Internet.  It is important to keep this in mind when you are searching.  Specifically searching for this class was new for me because I had to search every week and I felt that I would get bored with it or not want to do it.  But every week I was learning something new about the topics and that is what made me happy.  As I searched more and more, I learned new techniques on how to search, what works, and what doesn’t.  I also made a lot mistakes throughout this process.  I think that searching the Internet is an important task to learn, especially in today’s world.  Learning this skill is helpful with everything.  

When I first started this task, I felt nervous, apprehensive, curious, excited, and lost.  As the weeks went on, my feelings changed from nervous and apprehensive to “this is fun”, and “this is easy”.  That was an important change for me.  I think that if I would have still felt lost, and nervous then I wouldn’t have been learning anything.  I love to learn new things and I know how easily I get frustrated with the computer, so becoming used to this task was great for me.  Another thing that changed for me was my comfortableness with the Internet.  I am becoming more and more comfortable using the Internet, and searching for things on the Internet.  I do however miss the old library every now and again (.  I gained a new perspective about the Internet and about searching.  

Learning to search on the Internet is not something that is easy to do.  You need to learn about search engines, key terms or phrases, what articles are reliable, which are not reliable, and much more.  My favorite search engines are yahoo, google, and askjeeves.  I feel that those search engines give many reliable articles and I have learned how to work my search terms with these search engines.  Although I felt comfortable with these search engines, I did make a few mistakes with searching.  These mistakes helped me learn and grow.  One of my common mistakes was typing the web address wrong.  No matter how many times I try to be aware of the web address, I tend to always misspell it.  When I misspell the web address, “Website not found” always pops up.  I felt frustrated when that comes up because I have to go back to my notes and check the address.

Another mistake I made was when copying the website to my posting so other students can go to the website.  I used to type the whole website out, but then I learned that I could copy and paste the address.  That saved me some time and I was happy with that.  Another problem was if the website was moved.  Sometimes when I clicked on an article the website moved and it would either immediately direct me there or I would have to type in a new address.  

Errors throughout the task

	ERROR
	TYPE
	SOLUTION

	Dial up
	Program
	I need to get road runner (

	Error can’t find website
	Personal
	Check notes and type in correct web address

	Misspellings
	Personal
	Be more aware of spellings

	Someone calls 
	Personal
	Nothing can really be done

	Wrong Topic
	Personal
	Re-read the assigned topics


Personal Error:  an error because of my actions

Program Error:  an error that I have no control over

Pre-Ratings and Post-Ratings Table

	Pre
	9
	10
	3
	10
	10
	8
	10
	8
	7

	Post
	9
	10
	5
	10
	10
	10
	10
	8
	7

	Average
	9
	10
	4
	10
	10
	9
	10
	8
	7


In conclusion, I think that I succeed in this task.  I feel that I learned a lot about the Internet and I learned a lot about searching.  The purpose of this task is to be aware of our information behaviors while we are searching the Internet.  I went through a lot of emotions from being happy to bored, to excited, to confused.  I think that these emotions are a great learning tool for me and it is useful that I am becoming more aware of them.  For future generations, I suggest you keep an open word document as you are searching and posting your web discussions.  This was very helpful to me and I was able to keep track of all of the details that were involved in this task.  I will be able to carry the skills that I have acquired from this task into my future.  I will continue to learn how to search the Internet and hopefully improve more and more.

PRE-RATINGS:  Report 2

1) Date: ____10/1/03___

2) What kind of a mood are you in? 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

negative                                                                                       positive

Please give an explanation for your answer:

I am in a good mood.   I have been practicing this task for a while and I feel I comfortable with this report.

3) Describe the task as you understand it--what you need to accomplish.

I need to keep track of my web postings that I have been making weekly and write a report based on how I went about doing the web postings.                   

4) How many hours do you think this task will actually take? ____ 3-4 hours
Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

 I think that the report will take a long time to write, but I don’t think it will be difficult because I have been doing this task for a long time now.  Now all I have to do is talk about what I’ve been doing.

5) How important is it to you to succeed in this task? 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10
not important                                                             extremely important

Please give in an explanation for your answer:

 It is always important to me to complete my tasks especially when it comes to school.  

6) How much difficulty do you expect in performing this task? 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

   not much                                                                              a lot

Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

I don’t think that this will be a difficult task, maybe time consuming, but not difficult.  

7) How upset would you be if you did not succeed at this task? 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10
not upset                                                                           extremely upset

Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

If I could not complete this task I would be extremely upset because I have been working on the task for a long time and writing the report is the easy part.      
 8) How sure are you that you will succeed in this task? 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10
doubtful                                                                               almost certain

Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

 I am confident that I will be able to complete this task because I enjoy writing and learning new things.            

9) How likely is it that you will become good at this type of task? 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

pretty doubtful                                                                       almost certain

Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

There is always some uncertainty when it comes to computers, but I am confident I will complete this task.

10) What is the main reason that you will probably succeed in completing this task? 

(a)___ Luck

(b)___ The skills you've acquired

(c)___ Help you had from others

(d)___ Combination of things--please specify: 

 11) How motivated are you to keep on trying at this particular task until you succeed?

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10
slightly motivated                                                       very highly motivated

Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

I am motivated to get a good grade in this class and this is one of the assignments and I am confident that I will do well in it as long as I work hard.  
12) Computers will make it easier for me to perform this task. 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

I strongly disagree                                                         I very much agree

Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

 I am really doubtful when it comes to computer.  I don’t trust computers and I am much better at typing than I am actually using the Internet and things like that. 

13) How much effort do you expect this task to take?

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

not much                                                                 a tremendous amount

Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

I think that this will be a difficult task, but I feel confident about what I am doing so I don’t think it will take too much effort.  I am looking forward to learning.

POST-RATINGS: Report 2

1) Date: __11/15/03_

2) What kind of a mood are you in? 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

negative                                                                                       positive

Please give an explanation for your answer:

I love the weekends (  I feel great that I completed the task

3) Describe the task--what you needed to accomplish.

I needed to use webct weekly and record my information behaviors and analyze them.  I then had to write a report about what steps I took to accomplish the task and my feelings.  
4) How many hours did this task actually take? ___4 ½ hours
Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

 It took a while to analyze everything and organize my notes, so that is what took the longest.  I enjoyed writing about it though.

5) How important is it to you that you've succeeded in accomplishing in this task? 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10
not important                                                             extremely important

Please give in an explanation for your answer:

 I feel great that I completed this task on time, and I did it well.

6) How much difficulty did you experience in performing this task? 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

   not much                                                                              a lot

Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

 I had a few trouble with search engines and wording, but overall the task was not very difficult and I learned a lot.  

 7) How upset would you have been if you had not succeeded to accomplish this task? 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10
not upset                                                                           extremely upset

Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

 I would have been very uspet if I did not complete this task because it is an important part of our grade.

8) How sure are you that you will succeed in new but similar tasks in the future? 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10
doubtful                                                                               almost certain

Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

 I learned a lot about searching on the Internet so I think that I will succeed in future tasks that are similar.

9) How likely is it that you will become good at this type of task? 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10
pretty doubtful                                                                       almost certain

Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

 I am confident that I have become a professional at this task (
 10) What is the main reason you succeeded in completing this task? 

(a)___ Luck

(b)___ The skills you've acquired

(c)___ Help you had from others

(d)___ Combination of things--please specify: 

11) How motivated were you to keep on trying at this task until you succeeded?

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10
slightly motivated                                                       very highly motivated

Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

 I knew that I was capable of completing this task so I was motivated to do so.

 12) Computers made it easier for me to perform this task. 

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

I strongly disagree                                                         I very much agree

Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

 Yeah it made it easier than actually going to lab, since I could do it from home

 13) How much effort did this task take?

1          2          3          4          5          6          7          8          9          10

not much                                                                 a tremendous amount

Please give in an explanation for your answer:  

 It took some effort.  With me searching and analyzing my information behaviors, but it was also interesting.  

